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mind; but the earliest intimation Fitzwilliam. received that
English Ministers were discontented with him, was a private
letter, written on February 2, by Windham to Lord Milton, stating
that Pitt was displeased at the removal of Beresford, though the
Duke of Portland appears not yet to have been aware of that fact.1
Pitt is said to have described the dismissal as ' an open breach
of a most solemn promise/ 2 His letter to Pitzwilliam of the
9fch was wholly occupied with the Beresford question, and the
negotiations relating to Wolfe and Toler ; and when Fitzwilliam
in. his reply said that Pitt must choose between Beresford and
his Lord Lieutenant, Pitt accepted the challenge on that issue.
In a letter of February 21, he stated, it is true, that he con-
curred with the general desire of the Cabinet, that Grattan's
Bill should not be allowed to make any further progress, and
that the Cabinet c should 'receive and consider the information
which they thought it their duty to call for;' but he places the
dismissal of Lord Fitzwilliam mainly upon the ground of the
removal of former supporters of the Government, which he
stated himself bound to resist, cfrom a regard to the King's ser-
vice and to his own honour/3 The Chancellor, Lord Lough-
borough, wrote to Grattan concerning the trouble that had
arisen, and this letter does not contain a word about the Catholics,
but is exclusively occupied with the dismissal of Beresford.4

CA certain family cabal,' wrote Burke, 'are in the sole
possession of the ear of Government/ 5 Pitt was surrounded by
followers who hated his new Whig allies. He was himself,
directly or indirectly, in constant intercourse with the leading
supporters of monopoly in Ireland, and with the last two Lords
Lieutenant, both of whom were violently hostile to Lord Fitz-
william and his system. It is not difficult to understand the
kind of arguments that may have influenced him. Fitzgibbon
had been his most powerful and unflinching Irish supporter
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2  Stanhope's Life of Pitt,ii. p. 301;     removal.    I am sorry to say .. . that
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